
Reynolds Academy – Early Years Curriculum Map 

 
 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Who lives in a house 

like this? 
 

 
What should we 

remember? 

 
What can we 
investigate?  

 
What creatures are 
great and small? 

 
Can a cow lay an 

egg?  

 
Who is your hero? 

 1.09.21- 15.10.21 1.11.21-17.12.21 4.01.22-11.02.22 21.02.22-31.03.22 19.04.22-27.05.22 06.6.22-25.07.22 

Wk 1 6.09.21 
Where do we live? 
What’s it like in our 

house? 
Home by Carson Ellis 

 
Baseline 

Assessments 

Wk 1 1.11.21 
How do we keep safe 

on Bonfire Night? 
Bonfire Story of your 

choice 
 

Wk 1 4.01.22 
How do we go from 

day to night?  
Back to Earth with a 
bump-Twinkl story 

Wk 1 21.02.22 
Where have all the 
dinosaurs gone?  

 
Book of choice 

Wk 1 19.04.22 
What can you spy on 

the farm? 
 

I spy on the farm by 
Edward Gibbs 

 
Farm trip if Possible 

Wk 1 6.06.22 
Who is the hero?  

 
 

SuperTato by Sue 
Hendra 

Wk 2 13.9.21 
 

Who lives in this 
house? 

 
Goldilocks & the 

three Bears 
 

Baseline 
Assessments 

Wk 2 8.11.22 
How did Rama and 
Sita find their way 

home?  
 

The story of Diwali 
Remembrance 11th 

Nov 
 

Wk 2 10.02.22 
What are our bodies 

made of? 
 

Funny bones by 
Janet and Allan 

Ahlberg 

Wk 2 28.02.22 
What do dinosaurs 

eat?  
 
 

Book of choice 
 
 

Wk 2 25.04.22 
Who does all the 

work?  
 
 

Farmer Duck by 
Martin Waddell 

Wk 2 13.06.22 
Father’s Day 19th June 
Who is your favourite 

superhero?  
 

Superhero hotel by 
Abie Longstaff 

Possible superhero 
day 

Wk 3 20.9.21 
What would you use 
to build your house? 
The Three little Pigs 

 
 

Baseline 
Assessments 

Wk 3 15.11.21 
 How old are you 

now? 
 

Kippers Birthday by 
Mick Inkpen 

 
Possible Birthday 
Party in the unit 

Wk 3 17.02.22 
What lives in the 

sea? 
 

Book of choice 

Wk 3 07.03.22 
Who built the ark? 

 
Noah’s Ark 

Wk 3 2.5.22 
What egg is who?  

 
Hattie Peck by Emma 

Levey 
Possible egg 

hatching project 

Wk 3 20.06.22 
Why do we call in an 

emergency? 
 

Book of choice linked 
to fire fighters 

Possible visit from the 
fire service 

Wk 4 27.9.21 Wk 4 22.11.21 Wk 4 24.01.22 Wk 4 14.03.22 Wk 4 9.5.22 Wk 4 27.06.22 
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What makes a house 

a home?  
And Tango makes 3 

by Justin Richardson 
 

Why would you go to 
church? 

The Scarecrow’s 
Wedding by Julia 

Donaldson 
 

Possible visit to the 
church 

What lives in the 
rainforest?  

 
Book of choice 

What animals live in 
a Zoo? 

 
Dear Zoo by Rod 

Campbell 

Who will help the 
little Red Hen?  

 
The Little Red Hen 

Who keeps us safe on 
the streets?  

Topsy and Tim meet 
the Police 

Possible visit from the 
police 

 

Wk 5 4.10.21 
Is it safe to eat? 

Hansel and Gretel 
 

Wk 5 29.11.21 
Who did the Jolly 

postman deliver to?  
The Jolly Christmas 
Postman by Janet 
and Allan Ahlberg 

Postcards made and 
posted to parents? 

 

Wk 5 31.01.22 
Chinese New Year 1st 

Feb 
Year of the Tiger 

Which animal wins 
the race? 

Chinese New Year 
Story 

 

Wk 5 21.03.22 
Mother’s Day 27th 

March 
What animals are 
born in spring?  

 
Book of choice 
Possible egg 

hatching project 

Wk 5 16.05.22 
Was the duckling 

Ugly?  
 
 

The Ugly Duckling 

Wk 5 04.7.22 
Why do I have tooth 

ache? 
 

At the dentist Bug 
Club Phonics Non-

fiction Book  
 

Wk 6 11.10.21 
What colour would 

your house be? 
Winnie the Witch by 

Valerie Thomas 
 

Possible witches and 
wizard’s day 

Wk 6 6.12. 21 
How do we celebrate 

Christmas? 
Was the Night before 
Christmas story any 

version 

Wk 6 07.02.22 
How can I help it 

grow?  
 

The Enormous Turnip 

Wk 6 28.03.22 
Easter 

 
The Easter Story 

Wk 6 23.05.22 
What can we eat?  

 
Oliver’s Vegetables 
by Allison Bartlett 

Wk 6 11.07.22 
Who would we see at 

the hospital?  
 

Book of choice linked 
to DOCTORS/NURSES 

Possible visit from 
school nurse 

 Week 7 13.12.21 
Who is Baby Jesus? 

 
The Nativity stories  

 

   Wk 7 18.22 
Transition activities 

 

     Wk 8 25.07. 22 
1 day with children  
1 staff training day 
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Foundation Stage 1 

 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme Who lives in a house like 
this? 

What should we 
remember?  

What can we investigate? What creatures are great 
and small? 

Can a cow lay an egg? Who is your hero?  

Key Texts Homes by Carson Ellis 
Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 
The Three Little Pigs 
And Tango makes 3 by 
Justin Richardson 
Hansel and Gretel 
Winnie the Witch by 
Valerie Thomas 
 

Bonfire stories about 
safety. 
The story of Diwali- 
Rama and Sita 
Kipper Birthday by 
Mick Inkpen 
The Scarecrows 
Wedding by Julia 
Donaldson 
The Jolly Postman by 
Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg 
The Nativity Story  

Back to Earth with a bump-
Twinkl Story 
Funny Bones by Janet and 
Allan Ahlberg 
Book about Sea animals 
Books about Rainforest 
animals. 
Chinese New Year story 
The Enormous Turnip 

Dinosaur books of your 
choice 
The story of Noah’s Ark 
Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell 
Books about animals born in 
the spring. 
The Easter Story 

I spy on the farm by 
Edward Gibbs 
Farmer Duck by Martin 
Waddell 
Hattie Peck by Emma 
Levey 
The Little Red Hen 
The Ugly Duckling 
Oliver’s Vegetables by 
Allison Bartlett 

SuperTato by Sue Hendra 
Superhero hotel by Abie 
Longstaff 
Books about firefighters 
Topsy and Tim meet the 
police 
At the Dentist- Bug Club 
Phonics book 
Book of choice about 
Doctors/Nurses 
 

Communicati
on and 
Language 

Look at different types of 
homes 
Talk about where you live 
Role play families/homes 
Turn taking 
Meeting new friends 
Learn new songs linked 
to the theme 
 

Be able to talk about 
special times  
Talk about how to 
keep safe on Bonfire 
night 
Be able to use 
different words to 
describe special 
events 
Role play special 
events 
Learn new songs 
linked to the theme. 

Role play  
Investigation station linked 
to different weekly themes. 
Talk about and identify 
different body parts 
Talk about and be able to 
name different animals 
that live in the sea and in 
the rainforest 
Talk about the different 
animals in the Chinese 
New Year story 

Dinosaur role play and 
discovery area 
Dinosaur figures for making 
up own stories 
Sing a variety of songs 
about Dinosaurs 
Talk about what different 
dinosaurs look like and what 
they eat. 
Be able to talk about how 
eggs hatch 
Learn new songs linked to 
the theme 

Talk about animals that 
we would see on a farm 
and know what sounds 
they make. 
Describe different 
animals and what they 
eat 
Role play farm related 
theme. 
Learn how to make bread 
and talk about it Learning 
new songs linked to a 
theme. 
 
Matching baby animals to 
their mums. 

Talk about people who 
help us and what they do.  
Songs linked to theme.  
Role play area linked to 
police/firefighters/dentist/ 
doctors. 
Know what to do and what 
number to call in an 
emergency 
 

Physical 
development 

Dough Disco 
Funky finger station 
Squiggle whilst you 
wiggle 
Learn how to move safely 
around the playground 
and inside school. 

Dough Disco 
Funky finger station 
Squiggle whilst you 
wiggle 
Wake up/shake up. 
Manipulate malleable 
materials using 
different equipment.  

Dough Disco 
Funky finger station 
Squiggle whilst you wiggle 
Wake up/shake up 
Move our bodies in 
different ways 
Be able to identify body 
parts. 

Dough Disco 
Funky finger station 
Squiggle whilst you wiggle 
Move like dinosaurs and 
other animals 
Make dinosaur puppets to 
use in role play 

Dough Disco 
Funky finger station 
Squiggle whilst you 
wiggle 
Planting and looking after 
seeds.  
Re-enact weekly stories 
using puppets costumes 

Dough Disco 
Funky finger station 
Squiggle whilst you wiggle. 
Role play different heroes 
Re-enact weekly stories 
using puppets costumes 
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Handle equipment safely 
inside and outside the 
setting, including 
scissors. 
Build houses in different 
shapes and sizes 
Wake up/shake up 
Be independent for own 
personal needs 
Regular hand washing 
Learning to put our own 
coats/cardigans/jumpers 
and shoes on  

Make different foods 
for a Birthday party 
Make Diva lamps from 
clay/salt dough 
Be independent for 
own personal needs 
Regular hand washing 

Chinese New Year dragon 
dancing 
Be independent for own 
personal needs 
Regular hand washing 
Learning to put our own 
coats/cardigans/jumpers 
and shoes on 

Dig for dinosaur bones and 
fossils. 
Go outside and make 
dinosaur food 
Make homes for the different 
animals to live in 
Be independent for own 
personal needs Regular 
hand washing 
Learning to put our own 
coats/cardigans/jumpers and 
shoes on 
 

Learning to put our own 
coats/cardigans/jumpers 
and shoes on 
Make different flowers 
and fruit from malleable 
materials. 
Making and Kneading 
bread. 
Picking own veg that we 
have grown and trying 
new things 
 
 

Learning to put our own 
coats/cardigans/jumpers 
and shoes on 
Being able to put on and 
take off different role play 
costumes.  
 
 

PSE 
development 

Try new things 
Settling in and promoting 
independence within the 
unit. 
Draw and talk about 
members of their family 
in their homes. 
A special area for each 
child with information 
about them and their 
families 
Rules and routines 
Turn taking games 
Thinking about occasions 
and events important to 
them and their families. 
Taking about homes and 
how they are all different 
but that all very important 
to each individual family. 

Work hard and 
concentrate 
Learn about different 
celebrations this term.  
Listen to and have a 
selection of different 
stories from all over 
the World. 
Dress up in special 
clothes to celebrate 
Diwali 
Discuss poppy day 
Circle time- discussing 
festivals- food, music, 
presents, music, 
routines etc. 
Introduce different 
customs through 
books and IT. 
Role play different 
special days 
Talk about all the 
different times and 
celebrations that have 
been special to us. 

Push themselves and 
improve 
Look at learning goals for 
the year 
Playing in role play with 
others and respecting and 
listening to each other’s 
ideas. 
Explore emotions and 
feelings of characters in 
the different stories 
Taking turns and 
supporting children new 
into our Nursery. 
Explore giving through the 
story of the Rainbow fish 
Explaining the facts, I have 
found out about under the 
sea and sharing it with my 
friends. 
 
 

Imagine 
Explore and express 
feelings through stories 
Make lists of favourite things 
Make rules for how we need 
to look after different 
animals and treat them with 
care and respect. Discuss 
how we care for the 
environment- keeping our 
classrooms/school/ town 
clean. 
 
Role playing scenarios 
about mistreating animals 
from under the sea and 
discuss what is right and 
wrong. 
 
 
 
 
 

Understand others 
Goals for growing up 
Why do animals live 
where they do? 
Discuss why some of use 
are frightened of different 
thing. 
Know how to care for 
animals and plants. 
 
 
 

Not Give Up 
Look at everyday heroes – 
people who help us. Name 
own heroic qualities. 
Have visits from different 
people who help us in the 
community. 
Transition – develop roles 
in the wider school 
listening to under water 
music and talking about 
how it makes me feel. 
learn about how to be safe 
when near water. 
Role playing scenarios 
about making the right and 
wrong choices 
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Literacy Recognising names 

through self-registration 
each morning 
Phase 1 Listening games 
Labels around the unit 
linked to theme and 
continuous provision 
Naming/Labelling 
different homes 
Mark making 
opportunities in all areas 
inside and outside 
Role play labelled 
Outdoor learning labelled 
Names for café snack 
Daily stories  
 
 

Recognising names 
through self-
registration each 
morning 
Phase 1 Listening 
games 
Labels around the unit 
linked to theme and 
continuous provision 
Mark making 
opportunities in all 
areas inside and 
outside 
Cards in Christmas 
post office 
Names for café snack 
Daily stories linked to 
the theme 

Recognising names 
through self-registration 
each morning 
Phase 1 Listening games 
Mark making opportunities 
in all areas inside and 
outside 
Mark making displayed in 
all areas of continuous 
provision 
Names for café snack 
Daily stories linked to the 
theme 
Make own labels  
 
 

Recognising names through 
self-registration each 
morning 
Phase 1 Listening games- 
Bug Club phonics 
Mark making opportunities in 
all areas inside and outside 
Names for café snack 
Daily stories linked to the 
theme 
 
Make own labels  
 

Recognising names 
through self-registration 
each morning 
Phase 1 Listening 
games- - Bug Club 
phonics 
Mark making 
opportunities in all areas 
inside and outside 
Names for café snack 
Daily stories linked to the 
theme 
 
Make own labels  
 

Recognising names 
through self-registration 
each morning 
Phase 1 Listening games- - 
Bug Club phonics 
Mark making opportunities 
in all areas inside and 
outside 
Names for café snack 
Daily stories linked to the 
theme 
 
Make own labels  
 

Mathematics Simple counting 
Sequence different 
pictures linked to the 
theme 
Weekly focus 
Simple sorting 
Number songs  
Making houses using 
different shapes. 
Using Numicon 

Role play- sorting and 
counting 
Explore capacity 
inside and outside 
Explore measure 
through cooking 
Looking at the 
different shapes 
around us.  
Using Numicon 

Sort animals into different 
sizes and colours 
Order animals into 
different sizes 
Compare the sizes of 
different bones. 
Using fingers to help us 
count.  
Using Numicon 

Making simple patterns 
using natural resources 
inside and outside. 
Draw and read simple maps 
Position and direction 
language linked to a theme 
Using Numicon  

Using capacity to 
measure ingredients to 
make bread. 
Measure plant growth 
and record in in simple 
terms 
Sort different foods into 
fruits and vegetables. 
Order flowers and plants 
from shortest to tallest. 

Subitising 
Using fives frames 
Using Numicon 
Drawing simple maps of 
the area 
Making emergency 
vehicles using a variety of 
simple shapes.  

Understandi
ng the World 

Know that there are 
different houses and talk 
about the homes we live 
in. 
Why some houses are 
made from different 
materials. 
 

Know about different 
special days and why 
we remember them, 
i.e. Bonfire night, 
Poppy Day, Diwali, 
Birthdays and 
Christmas. 
 

Know about different 
animals and where they 
live 
Know about bones and 
where they are in our 
bodies and what they do. 
Planting seeds and 
knowing how to look after 
them. 
 

Know about different animal 
and where they live. 
Learn about animals that live 
in the zoo. Talk about where 
all the dinosaurs went and 
introduce new vocabulary. 
Talk about the seasons and 
the changes that take place 
Talk about the Easter story 
and what people believe. 

Knowing about animals 
and their young 
Knowing where our food 
comes from. 
Making our own bread. 
Growing and looking after 
our own fruit and 
vegetables. 
How to care for animals 

The roles of everyday 
people and how they help 
us. 
That superheroes are real 
people, not just characters 
from the TV. 
To know who to call in an 
emergency 
 

Expressive 
arts and 
design 

Make the three pigs 
houses 
Make our own houses 

Make Bonfire crafts 
such as firework 
splatter pictures 

Sing songs about our 
bodies 

Dinosaur crafts e.g. making 
dinosaur prints, salt dough 
bones and fossils, making 

Bread making. 
Flower drawing and 
printing 

Design own superhero 
costumes. 
Make superhero masks. 
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Draw families in their 
homes 
Make homes from junk 
modelling 
Use salt dough/clay to 
make homes 

Make rockets inside 
and outside. 
Poppies to wear. 
Party decorations for 
the classroom 
Christmas crafts to 
include cards, 
decorations and 
others. 

Sing songs linked to the 
theme of animals and 
where they live 
Make different sounds 
using a variety of different 
materials/instruments. 
Jungle/under the sea craft 
opportunities 
Funny bone crafts. 
Veg printing 
Observational drawings of 
fruit/veg 
Fans/lanterns for Chinese 
New Year 
Chinese Dragon Dancing 

Dinosaurs from junk 
modelling. 
Make zoo animal mask. 
Songs and dances linked to 
theme. 
Moving like different animals 
to music. 
Animal footprint painting 
Animal masks 
Easter themed crafts 
Easter Cards 
Easter Baskets 

Veg printing and drawing 
Outdoor forest schools’ 
activities using natural 
materials. 
Loose part animal 
creations. 
Animal trails. 
 
 
 

Super hero songs and 
action songs. 
Design super hero posters 
for the local police station, 
doctors and dentists. 
 
 
 

Enrichment  Witches and Wizards day 
to end term (Linked to 
Halloween) 

Christmas Nativity 
Play 
Visit to a church 

Growing fruits and 
Vegetables 
Chinese New Year 
Banquet and dragon 
Dancing 

Egg hatching project 
Best decorated egg contest 

EYFS trip to the farm- 
either Rands or Ping Pig 
Farm 

Visits from Police, nurses, 
firefighters. 

Parent 
workshop 

Stay and Play session for 
parents to come in and 
see our new unit. 

Christmas craft stay 
and play session. 

Stay and Play session on 
growing/forest school 
activities 

Easter themed stay and play 
session 

Stay and Play 
Sports Day 

Transition meetings 

 
Foundation Stage 2 

 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme Who lives in a house like 
this? 

What should we 
remember?  

What can we 
investigate? 

What creatures are great 
and small? 

Can a cow lay an egg? Who is your hero?  

Key Texts Homes by Carson Ellis 
Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 
The Three Little Pigs 
And Tango makes 3 by 
Justin Richardson 
Hansel and Gretel 
Winnie the Witch by 
Valerie Thomas 
 

Bonfire stories about 
safety. 
The story of Diwali- Rama 
and Sita 
Kipper Birthday by Mick 
Inkpen 
The Scarecrows Wedding 
by Julia Donaldson 
The Jolly Postman by 
Janet and Allan Ahlberg 
The Nativity Story  

Back to Earth with a 
bump-Twinkl Story 
Funny Bones by Janet 
and Allan Ahlberg 
Book about Sea 
animals 
Books about Rainforest 
animals. 
Chinese New Year 
story 
The Enormous Turnip 

Dinosaur books of your 
choice 
The story of Noah’s Ark 
Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell 
Books about animals born 
in the spring. 
The Easter Story 

I spy on the farm by 
Edward Gibbs 
Farmer Duck by Martin 
Waddell 
Hattie Peck by Emma 
Levey 
The Little Red Hen 
The Ugly Duckling 
Oliver’s Vegetables by 
Allison Bartlett 

SuperTato by Sue 
Hendra 
Superhero hotel by Abie 
Longstaff 
Books about firefighters 
Topsy and Tim meet the 
police 
At the Dentist- Bug Club 
Phonics book 
Book of choice about 
Doctors/Nurses 
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Communication 
and Language 

Role play homes and 
families 
Nursery rhymes and 
songs to do with 
families. 
Information books and 
stories about families. 
Talk about different 
types of homes and who 
lives in our homes 
Asking questions to get 
to know the other 
children in the class. 
Talking about our own 
families and homes 
Sequencing events in 
stories and saying what 
happens at the 
beginning, middle and 
end. 
Talk about themselves 
using describing words 
such as tall, short … 

Role play family 
celebrations 
Talk about different faiths 
Nursery rhymes and 
songs about different 
celebrations 
Information books about 
different faiths 
Talk about Bonfire night 
safety 
Diwali- festival of light- 
retell the story of Rama 
and Sita using puppets 
and story maps. 
How we celebrate 
Christmas at home. Think 
about and talk about what 
happens on 
Remembrance Sunday. 
Discuss firework safety 
Look at different fireworks 
on IWB and discuss what 
can be seen. 
Talk to a friend on a 
phone and invite to a 
party celebration through 
role play 

Sequence, retell and 
act out story of The 
Enormous Turnip 
Write own stories/story 
maps 
Labels for display. 
Puppets for retelling 
each story. 
Hot seating main 
characters from key 
stories through topic. 
Re-enact familiar 
stories 
Know what happens at 
the beginning, middle 
and end 
Think about dilemmas 
in stories. 
Talk about what you 
can see, feel, hear and 
think 
Learn new words linked 
to theme. 
Talk about what 
happen at Chinese 
New Year. 

Role play areas linked to 
theme. 
Topic books in all areas 
linked to the weekly theme. 
Puppets to retell stories 
with peers 
Labels and captions linked 
the theme. 
New vocabulary linked to 
weekly themes. 
Small group discussions 
linked to the theme. 
Story maps to support 
understanding and recall of 
key stories. 
Make lists and captions to 
go with key characters in 
the story. 
 

Role play linked to 
theme. 
Recall stories using 
story maps, using class 
actions made up by all 
children. 
Information books and 
stories about different 
animals. 
Learn new vocabulary 
linked to visiting farms. 
Working with partners 
to retell stories and 
events. 
Be able to ask 
questions linked to a 
theme 
Sequence events, 
especially from our 
school trip. 
 

Comic style writing 
including sounds, speech 
bubbles and captions 
Label superheroes 
Questions for visitors 
Role play people who 
help us- postal workers, 
firefighters, 
doctors/nurses, vets and 
keyworkers 
Have mobile phones and 
walkie talkies and learn 
through talk play. 
Learn own addresses 
Know how to make an 
emergency 999 call and 
when and only when to 
do so. 
Learn songs and rhymes 
about people who help 
us. 
 

Physical 
development 

Manipulate different 
materials to make 
collages of family 
members 
Play ring games 
Using tools safely. 
Move in a variety of 
ways safely using 
various large and small 
equipment. 
Dressing and 
undressing 
independently for P.E 
Dough disco each day 
to develop fine motor 
skills. 
Building homes using 
3D shapes outdoors. 
Using equipment safely. 

Dance to firework 
music/Diwali/Christmas 
Look at celebratory 
dances across the world 
Mould malleable 
materials to make role 
play celebration food 
Make firework dances 
Explore dynamics of 
travelling. 
Make junk models- 
rockets for firework night, 
temples or Menorahs for 
Hanukkah 
Develop fine motor skills 
through dough disco, 
outdoor chalking and 
water painting, as well as 
finger gym 

Learning how to make 
playdough and use to 
manipulate 
Learn how to talk about 
what I am doing using 
arrange of movement 
vocabulary. 
Balancing on different 
parts of my body whilst 
my friend keeps time 
and record the scores.  
Compose a dance using 
a storyboard of events 
from a fairy tale. The 
Enormous Turnip. 

Use nets and pincers to 
catch sea creatures 
Explore balance through 
walking the plank and on 
gym equipment 
Responding to different 
types of under the sea 
music. play parachute 
games to re-create waves. 
Use tools safely making 
sure they are looked after. 
Sewing  
under the sea creature 
using felt.  
folding paper to make 
different types of boats.  
Using stencils to make my 
own under the sea 
pictures. 

Act out physical 
changes in life cycles of 
animals 
Use playdough to make 
animals 
TWEEZERS to sort  
 Dry rice & water 
wheels, scoops, 
funnels. 
Build channels, dams 
and waterfalls 
SALTDOUGH animals 
Making bread and 
kneading it. 
Action songs about 
animals. 
Move around the 
playground/gym using 
bodies in different ways 

Superhero style obstacle 
courses 
Look at ways to stay 
healthy and strong. 
3D junk modelling to 
make different 
emergency vehicles. 
Wrap different sized 
parcels and use them in 
their role play. 
Large wheeled vehicles 
outside to use as 
emergency vehicles. 
Play lollipop person 
follow my leader. 
Fine motor development- 
practice with 
buttons/zips/laces on 
shoes and clothing 
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Team games and 
supporting each other 

PSE development Try new things 
Settling in and 
promoting 
independence within the 
unit. 
Draw and talk about 
members of their family 
and where they live and 
what their home look like 
Spotlight display for 
each child with 
information about them 
and their families 
Rules and routines 
Turn taking games 
Thinking about 
occasions and events 
important to them 
Look at homes and the 
environment 
Take a walk around the 
local area and observe 
what can be seen. 

Work hard and 
concentrate 
Learn about different 
cultural celebrations to do 
with light. 
Finish with Christmas. 
traditions all over the 
World 
Dress up in special 
clothes for a class 
celebration 
Discuss poppy day 
Circle time- discussing 
festivals- food, music, 
presents, music, routines 
etc. 
Introduce different 
customs through books 
and IT. 
Role play different 
festivals 
 

Push themselves and 
improve 
Look at learning goals 
for the year 
Look at homes and the 
environment 
Playing in role play with 
others and respecting 
and listening to each 
other’s ideas. 
Explore emotions and 
feelings of characters in 
the different stories. 
 
Learn about other 
cultures and how they 
are important to the 
people who believe in 
things that are different 
to what we believe. 

Imagine 
Explore giving through 
different stories 
listening to under water 
music and talking about 
how it makes me feel. 
learning about how to be 
safe near water.  
 learn about how to be safe 
when near water. 
Explaining the facts, I have 
found out about under the 
sea and sharing it with my 
friends. 
Role playing scenarios 
about mistreating animals 
from under the sea and 
discuss what is right and 
wrong. Also how we would 
treat all animals 

Understand others 
Explore and express 
feelings through stories, 
especially through the 
ugly duckling and 
Farmer duck. 
Make lists of favourite 
things 
Goals for growing up 
Caring for the 
environment 
and  
Relationship themes 
through the ugly 
duckling and The little 
Red hen. Why do 
animals live where they 
do? 
 
 
 

Not Give Up 
Look at everyday heroes 
– people who help us. 
Name own heroic 
qualities. 
Have visits from different 
people who help us in 
the community. 
Making badges for 
people in the class that 
help us. 
Talk about friendship and 
the importance of 
working as a team. 
Sing songs about people 
who help us. 
Transition – develop 
roles in the wider school 
 

Literacy Label members of the 
family and homes 
Make I can/I am books 
Write own name and 
other names of 
relevance 
Enjoy looking at a range 
of different books 
Begin Learning Phase 2 
Letters and Sounds. 
Write about families 
Learning to write for a 
purpose e.g lists 
Floor book with weekly 
challenge for children to 
access in free flow time. 
Labels, books and word 
mats with key words 
linked to key texts and 
topic. 
 

Write celebration cards 
and invitations 
Writing own names and 
names of friends 
Shopping lists/menus for 
celebration meals 
Find out about festivals 
through books and IT. 
Write own labels and 
captions for work 
celebrated around the 
classroom. 
Make a firework class 
poem. 
Write safety rules for 
Bonfire night 
Learn to write and read 
CVC words and use in 
free flow time. 
Write and send letters to 
Santa 

Label different buildings 
and their features 
 Make house shaped 
books about their 
homes 
Draw and label 
favourite local buildings 
Floor book with weekly 
challenge for children 
to access in free flow 
time. 
Labels, books and word 
mats with key words 
linked to key texts and 
topic. 
Write own endings to 
familiar stories. 
List of characters and 
props in each story. 

Labels and books in all 
areas linked to the theme. 
Zig zag books for children 
to access and make own 
stories and captions. 
Non-fiction books about 
dinosaurs- 
Making their own names 
for dinosaurs. 
Recounts and dairy entries 
for egg hatching. 
Labelling and adding 
captions to animals that 
went onto the ark 
Word mats linked to weekly 
stories 
Tory maps drawn for 
weekly stories during 
independent learning time. 
Small group daily phonics 
sessions 

Write a recount of visit 
to the farm 
Writing instructions on 
how to make bread. 
Writing a list of 
ingredients needed for 
making bread. 
Making own zig zag 
information books about 
animals that live on the 
farm.  
Adding words and 
captions to weekly 
themed floor book. 
Have a selection of 
topic themed books in 
all area. 
Make own labels for 
fruit and vegetables we 
are growing. 

Reading and writing in a 
comic style – speech 
bubbles and superhero 
words (pow, bam, crash) 
Guided writing sessions 
each week linked to book 
of the week. 
Floor book with weekly 
challenge for children to 
access in free flow time. 
Labels, books and word 
mats with key words 
linked to key texts and 
topic. 
Labels and captions for 
reading and writing of 
people who help us. 
Label different uniforms 
worn by people who help 
us. 
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Sequence the story of 
Diwali through words and 
pictures 
 

Make a list of 
ingredients for making 
turnip soup 

 Keep a weekly diary on 
growth of plants. 
 
 

Mathematics Count family members 
and match amounts to 
numerals 
Use 2d shapes to create 
the homes that we liv in 
with our families 
Looking for objects 
around the unit that are 
bigger and smaller than 
hands/feet. 
Sorting and pattern 
activities throughout 
continuous provision 
Autumn progression 
following White Rose 
Maths 
Identify shapes in 3D 
shape hunt looking at 
local buildings. 
 

Look at colour and shape 
patterns 
Investigate symmetry i.e. 
fireworks, using mirrors 
and printing.  
Autumn progression 
following White Rose 
Maths 
Shape print wrapping 
paper for presents. 
Look at different shapes 
to make temples etc 
Design and make Rangoli 
rice patterns 
Make repeated pattern 
paper chains to decorate 
the classroom for 
Christmas 
Make different shaped 
biscuits and decorate for 
Christmas 

Sort different materials 
Sequence door 
numbers 
Spring progression 
following White Rose 
Maths. 
Compare heavier and 
lighter when looking at 
different natural 
materials. 
Positional language 
using characters and 
settings from the key 
texts. 
Using shapes to design 
and create pictures and 
models from traditional 
tale scenes.  
Sorting materials that 
are natural and 
manmade. 
 

Follow Spring progression 
following White Rose 
Maths. 
Set up a farm shop/post 
office and investigate 3D 
shape packaging and have 
a till with real money for 
children to use- children to 
make up own price tags for 
items to sell. 
Count in 2s using animals 
that went onto Noah’s Ark 
Look at objects that we 
associate having in pairs 
e.g. socks, gloves etc. 
Match animals to their 
babies. 
Numicon for finding and 
supporting knowledge of 
Number bonds to 10.  
 
 

Follow Spring 
progression following 
White Rose Maths. 
Make bread and using 
scales to weigh 
ingredients.  
Share bread equally 
between our friends. 
Make bread and have 
different toppings- 
which topping is our 
favourite? Make a bar 
graph/tally chart and 
ask children questions 
relating to data 
collected. 
Weigh different 
vegetables from the 
story of Oliver’s veg 
using bucket balances. 
Measure different sized 
veg to find the longest 
and shortest. 
Use veg to paint 
repeated patterns. 
 

Design superhero logos 
and other props using 
2d/3d shapes and 
patterns 
Use secret codes to 
explore numbers 
Spring progression 
following White Rose 
Maths. 
Set up a supermarket 
shop/post office and 
investigate 3D shape 
packaging and have a till 
with real money for 
children to use- children 
to make up own price 
tags for items to sell. 
Make cakes/biscuits to 
sell- children be in 
charge of shop. 
Weighing own 
ingredients to make 
cakes. 
 

Understanding the 
World 

Look at the diverse 
families and the homes 
we live in and how are 
they different to 
someone else.  
Using stories explore 
different family dynamics 
from around the world. 
Use digital cameras to 
take pictures of each 
other which can be used 
for discussion. 
Thinking about the 5 
senses and investigating 
how we use them to 

Look at cultural and 
linguistic diversity – 
greetings used 
Explore light and dark, 
day and night  
Use IT programmes to 
make symmetrical 
pictures 
Sensory walks around 
school thinking about 
seasonal changes around 
us. 
Talk about festivals and 
times children have 
celebrated at home with 
families and friends. 

Learn about different 
cultures and traditions 
during Chinese New 
Year. 
Think about how we 
keep ourselves and our 
bodies healthy- look at 
mages of different 
bones and why they 
are important in our 
bodies. Label body 
parts 
Learn about keeping 
the seaside and oceans 
clear of pollution and 
rubbish- bring in 

Investigating what happens 
to make ice and how 
quickly I can melt it. 
How can we keep animals 
safe? 
Know where animals live in 
the wild 
Look at animals born in 
springtime and think about 
what people need to do to 
care for the animals around 
them. 
  
Learn about what 
happened to the dinosaurs. 
What do dinosaurs eat? 

Investigate the effect of 
yeast on bread. What 
happens if we don’t add 
yeast when we are 
making bread? 
How can we keep 
animals safe? 
Investigate what seeds 
need to grow- grow 
seeds in different 
conditions and observe 
the effects. 
Learn about plants and 
how to care for them. 
Have a team of 
gardeners tending to 

Look at heroes and 
special figures from a 
variety of different 
cultures. 
Design and build 
superhero vehicles.  
Watch school rubbish 
being collected- think 
about how we can look 
after the environment by 
recycling. 
Small world emergency 
vehicles for role play 
opportunities. 
Uniforms of people who 
help us for dressing up. 
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explore the 
environment. 
Recognise similarities 
and differences between 
each other. 
Go on a local walk 
around the school and 
look at different shape 
buildings 
Find homes on Google 
earth 
Sort, test and 
investigate different 
materials and look at 
natural materials in the 
environment 

Make sweets, Potato 
Latkas and Challah bread 
for Diwali 
Learn about the 
Christmas Story 

recycling and what we 
must do to keep the 
local area rubbish free. 
Learn about the 
rainforest and how we 
can keep animals in 
thee safe and not put 
them in danger. 
Explore floating and 
sinking 
Look at features of 
different sea creatures 

Learn about carnivores and 
herbivores.  
Investigate what materials 
will be best to make a boat 
from. Make own boats and 
see if they sink or swim. 
Investigate different 
materials and see which 
ones are waterproof or not. 
Have a boar race outdoors 
in the water area.  
How can we make the boat 
move from one end to the 
other?  
 

their plants or seeds 
each day, watering 
them and removing 
weeds when necessary.  
Find information from 
books and on the iPad. 
Watch video clips about 
how seeds grown.  
 

Non fiction books and IT 
for children to access 
through provision 
Discuss water safety and 
possibly a visit from the 
lifeboat people or a trip to 
the lifeboat station 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expressive arts 
and design 

Self-portraits and family 
portraits and pictures of 
their hoes. 
Role play/home corner 
Guided drawing 
sessions step by step on 
how to draw people and 
houses. 
Investigating colours 
and using them 
appropriately in their 
drawings 
Learn new songs to help 
with all areas of learning 
Use different parts of the 
body to make music. 
Acting out stories with 
puppets 
Use a range of materials 
to make collages and 
models 
Make different homes 
using3d shapes in junk 
modelling. 
 

Dark den/firework role 
play areas 
Nativity story role play 
Explore mixing colours 
and shading 
Explore colours, both 
commercial and natural- 
leaves and sequins and 
use to create a desired 
effect. 
Make firework music to 
dance to. 
Make poppy badges to 
wear in school. 
Make collages on plates 
for celebration foods. 
Sing Christmas songs 
and carols. 
Make firework pictures 
using a different material. 
Make Christmas cards to 
take home and for the 
community to give out. 
Make the home corner 
into a home decorated for 
Christmas. 
Make Diva lamps from 
clay 

Make skeleton pictures 
using cotton buds to 
represent bones 
Make patterns using 
body parts for printing. 
Sae animal collages 
Under water scenes 
Write messages in 
bottles and decorate 
Design posters to keep 
rainforest animals safe. 
Design posters to take 
to show how to keep 
the sea litter free. 
Collages of recyclable 
materials. 
Self portraits 
Paint pictures of 
different sea creatures. 
Make water colour 
paintings. 
Collage different 
images of sea animals. 
Make Chinese New 
Year dragon masks. 
Make Chinese lanterns 
and fans. 

Make 2D and 3D dinosaurs 
Design own breads and 
add toppings  
Dinosaur plate masks 
Clay/salt dough models of 
dinosaurs 
Dinosaur songs and 
dances. 
Make up own dinosaur 
songs and actions.  
Make own dinosaur feet 
and make marks inside 
and outside. 
Make Easter Cards and 
write messages to 
parents/staff 
Make Easter themed 
crafts. 
Handprint ducks/chicks 
and other spring animals 
Make animal puppets and 
characters from weekly 
stories.  
Make paper pate lifecycles 
of animals born in the 
spring. 
Make Easter baskets and 
bonnets. 

 
Make labels for fruit and 
vegetables we are 
growing. 
Print patterns using 
vegetables. 
Observational drawings 
of plants and flowers 
around us. 
Different animal crafts 
Make puppets of 
animals linked to the 
weekly theme. 
Make posters to say 
thank you for going to 
the farm. 
Duck pong play dough 
Different farm animals 
from salt dough/clay 
and decorate them 
using appropriate 
colours. 
Learn songs and 
actions linked to the 
weekly theme. 
 
 

Role play workplaces of 
everyday heroes 
Act out superhero 
scenes 
Finger prints when 
learning about police and 
taking them for evidence 
Split pin people who help 
us characters. 
Making posters and 
painting people who help 
us 
Songs and stories linked 
to people who help us. 
Making cards for people 
who help us. 
Clay models 
Role play builders 
merchant/architect office 
Surface rubbings in and 
around school and in the 
local environment 
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Enrichment  Witches and Wizards 

day to end term (Linked 
to Halloween) 

Christmas Nativity Play 
Visit to a church 

Growing fruits and 
Vegetables 
Chinese New Year 
Banquet and dragon 
Dancing 

Egg hatching project 
Best decorated egg contest 

EYFS trip to the farm- 
either Rands or Ping 
Pig Farm 

Visits from Police, 
nurses, firefighters. 

Parent 
workshop 

Stay and Play session 
for parents to come in 
and see our new unit. 

Christmas craft stay and 
play session. 

Stay and Play session 
on growing/forest 
school activities 

Easter themed stay and 
play session 

Stay and Play 
Sports Day 

Transition meetings 

 


