Our topic this term is Animals and this week we
are looking at Farm Animals
Our Focus Book is: Farmer Duck

If you do not have a copy at home or you can see the story read by one of your
teachers on FROG.

Other suggested stories:

READING –

Challenges –
Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities.
Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration.
Knows that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right
and top to bottom.

1. Read or listen to the story Farmer Duck. Where do we begin to read when
we are reading a story? Where are the words? Discuss the pictures and
the story with the children. What is their favourite farm animal? Discuss
what the animals eat and where they live, what are their babies called?
2. Tree rubbings – When out and about, in the garden or at the park. Take
along some paper and wax crayons and make some rubbings of the trees.
Place the paper on the tree and rub the wax crayon over it. A pattern of
the bark of the tree will appear.
3. Look at the picture below, can they talk about the picture and point out
different features and objects? Talk about the positions of the animals.
How many apples are on the trees? Can they see a tractor, what colour is
it? What are the pigs doing?

WRITING

Challenges –
Sometimes give meaning to marks as they draw and paint.
Ascribe meaning to marks that they see in different places.
Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing
some sounds correctly and in sequence.
1. Writing with different media – Using some string, make a shape for the
first letter of their name and stick it to some card. Ask the children to
trace over the letter with their finger and then to paint over the letter
with their favourite colour.
2. Name writing – Continue to practise name writing. Start with the first
letter and repeat this daily. if they can write their name help them to
practice writing their surname. Have they been able to write both names?
Can they write the names of any farm animals?
3. Using the writing sheets attached, follow the pathways with a pencil. Or
they can manage to do this can they write the word for each animal on
the lines of the 2nd writing sheet attached. In addition they could simply
colour in the farm yard picture on the 3rd sheet.

4. Holding a pencil correctly. Look at the example, three easy steps for
getting children to hold a pencil correctly.

Maths – This week we are focusing on recognising
numbers, counting and shapes.
Recognising numbers and counting.
Challenges –
Recite number names in order to ten.
Separates a group of three or four objects in different ways,
beginning to recognise that the total is still the same.
Shows an interest in numerals in the environment.

1. Using the sheets below count the farm animals altogether. Count how
many cows, how many sheep, how many horses. When counting the
different groups of farm animals point out that the total always remains
the same.
2. Look at the number 9. Walk around your house and collect 9 objects, 9,
toys or 9 teddies. Look at them carefully. Can you put them in order from
smallest to biggest? Tallest to shortest?
3. Using the sheet below count each of the different objects and use the
number line to help you write the correct amount for each one.
4. Look at the patterns of the farm yard animals. Can you cut and stick the
last animal into the pattern. Make sure you look really carefully and say
the animals out loud to help you know which one comes next. Then have a
go at making your own pattern with the farm yard animals.

Shapes
Challenges –
Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or
making arrangements with objects.

1. Look at the shape below. Think about- what is the shapes name? How
many corners does the shape have? How many sides does the shape have?
Can you find any objects around your house or out on a walk that are this
shape?

Count the different groups of farm animals then count them all.
(up to 5)

Count the different groups of farm animals then count them
all. (up to 10)

Count the different groups of farm animals then try
counting them all. (up to 20)

Count each of the different objects and then use the number
line to 5 to help you write the correct amount for each. (up to
5)

Count each of the objects and use the number line to 10 to help
you write the amounts in the box (up to 10)

Count each of the objects and then use the number line to 20 to
help you write in the correct number.

Look at the patterns, cut and put in the last animal to
complete your pattern. Can you then create your own
pattern using the animals

Creative Development
Challenges –
Captures experiences and responses with media, paint and other materials.
Engages in imaginative role play.
Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately.

1. Old MacDonald had a farm – Using some old clothes, dress up as the
farmer and sing the song. You can use animal soft toys to help. Can the
children make the animal sounds? What type of animals do you see at the
farm?

2. Make a farm animal mask – You will need – paper plates, card, paints,
felt tips.

3. Make

a handprint sheep

Understanding of the World.
Challenges –
Can talk about things they have observed such as animals.
Shows care and concern for living things.
Look closely at similarities, patterns and change.
1. Farm facts – Share the video with the children and discuss the farm
animals.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThniAx6x8DI
2. Milking a cow – You will need a rubber glove. Discuss cows and how they
give us milk. Using the rubber glove explain the cow’s udder. Make some
small holes in the end of each glove finger and add some coloured water
inside. Demonstrate squeezing the water out of the glove, like milking a
cow. (see diagram)

3. Lifecycle of a chicken – Talk about the lifecycle of the chicken. You can
make the lifecycle with the children using the picture below as a guide.

Physical Development
Challenges Handles tools and equipment with increasing control.
Uses one handed tolls and equipment.
Runs skilfully and negotiates space successfully.
Moves freely and confidently in a variety of ways.

1. Fine Motor – You will need card/paper and buttons or tiddly winks. On
the paper draw some zig zag lines and wavy lines. Ask the children to pick
up the buttons or tiddly winks and place them onto the lines following the
pathway.

2. Fine motor – You will need card or kitchen roll tube and some straws.
Make some holes in the tubes as shown in the picture and ask the children
to thread the straws into the holes.

3. Cosmic Kids Yoga – On the Farm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKmRB2Z3g2s

4. Throwing a beanbag – If you do not have any bean bags or
bean toys at home you could use a food bag with rice in and
tape it securely. Put a number to five on each step and show
the children how to aim for a number. To make it harder use
numbers to ten.

5. Umbrella Toss – Using an umbrella and the bean bags. Throw
the bean bag into an upside down umbrella. Increase the
distance to make it harder.

Reception 2020

Have a go at the activity ‘Pigs in the mud’. Use brown paint, chocolate
angel delight, chocolate yogurt or soil to represent the mud. Use a
cotton bud or alternatively use a paint brush or a twig to write the
letters s,a and t.

Match the upper case and lower case letters of s,a,t,p,i and n. Use
the sheet below or alternatively write the letters in the same
format. Encourage your child to draw a line to the correct matching
letter.

Match the upper case and lower case satpin letters.
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Write down or print off s,a,t,p,i and n on separate pieces of paper
and give them to your child. Remind your child what sounds the
letters make and ensure they are all visible to your child. Collect a
variety of objects either real objects or pictures of them using the
internet beginning with s,a,t,p,i and n. Show your child an object and
encourage them to hold up the initial sound for each of the objects
you show them.

Letter formation of p,i and n. Using chalk write the letters ,p,i and n
on the pavement or a chalk board. Using a paint brush dipped in
water to encourage your child to follow the letters. Talk about the
sound the letter makes and any objects that begin with the letters
p,i and n.

Phonics Planning
Reception 2021
• Listen to and engage in some music and movement to ‘Old
MacDonald had a farm’ song (choice of clips below.) Play the
clip and encourage your child to listen carefully to the song and
join in with each animals’ actions. Once the song has finished,
can they recall the animals in the correct order of the song
and perform the action again? Can they suggest any other farm
animals that might live on Old MacDonald’s farm?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s-g8UswAh_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zSScvjWxUmk

• Play ‘Thumbs up-thumbs down!’ with the children.
Give your child a range of true or false statements about farm
animals, for example “cows like to eat grass” or “chicks can gallop
across fields.” If your child thinks the statements are true, they
give you a thumbs up, if they think it is false, they put their
thumbs down. You can be as silly as you like!

• Play the farm animal command game. Collect a range of farm
animal props from around your home. For example, they could
be toy animals, pictures or animal masks you might have. Ask
your child to look carefully and pay close attention to the
things you hold up. Can they try and imitate the animal you
show them? The more your child becomes confident with the
concept, you could try holding the objects up quicker to see if
they can keep up!

• Read/watch Mrs Wishy Washy’s Farm (link to the story on
youtube below)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cizS3vyV8ks
Encourage your child to sit and listen to the story. Once the
story has finished, can you play the video again, but this time
see if your child can identify some rhyming words. A good way
to do this, is to listen to/read each sentence on the page and
pause the video just before the reader says the last rhyming
word. This is quite tricky, so you might need to give your child
some prompts to help them if needed.

