Our topic this term is Animals and this week we
are looking at Underwater Creatures
Our Focus Book is: Commotion in the Ocean

If you do not have a copy at home or you can see the story read by one of your
teachers on FROG.

Other suggested stories:

READING –

Challenges –
Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities.
Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration.
Knows that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right
and top to bottom.

1. Read or listen to the story Commotion in the Ocean Where do we begin to
read when we are reading a story? Look at the front cover, the back
cover. Where are the words? Discuss the different sea creatures and the
story with the children. What is their favourite sea creature? Discuss
what the sea creatures might eat.

2. Read the story The Rainbow Fish. Discuss how the rainbow fish made his
friends feel. How would it make you feel if someone was not sharing? How
do you think the fish felt when the Rainbow fish shared his scales? How
did sharing his scales make the Rainbow Fish feel?
3. Look at the picture below, can they talk about the picture and point out
different features on the fish. Can the children talk about the colours of
the fish and the patterns. Can they name the colours in the picture?

WRITING
Challenges –

Sometimes give meaning to marks as they draw and paint.
Ascribe meaning to marks that they see in different places.
Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, representing
some sounds correctly and in sequence.
1. Writing with different media- you will need cornflour and water. Mix
the cornflour with some water and demonstrate using their fingers to
make patterns in the cornflour. Can they make the shape of the first
letter of their name? Can they write their name?
2. Name writing – Continue to practise name writing. Start with the first
letter and repeat this daily. if they can write their name help them to
practice writing their surname. Have they been able to write both names?
Can they write the names of any underwater sea creatures?
3. Colour the pictures below using the correct colours for the task. What
colour is a shark? What colour is Nemo?

4. Holding a pencil correctly. Look at the example, three easy steps for
getting children to hold a pencil correctly.

Maths – This week we are focusing on recognising
numbers, counting and shapes.
Recognising numbers and counting.
Challenges –
Recite number names in order to ten.
Separates a group of three or four objects in different ways,
beginning to recognise that the total is still the same.
Shows an interest in numerals in the environment.

1. Using the sheets below count the sea creatures altogether. Count how
many Nemos, how many Dorys, how many Squirts. When counting the
different groups of sea creatures point out that the total always remains
the same.
2. Look at the number 10. Walk around your house and collect 10 objects.
How many different ways can you split these into two piles? Eg 5 and 5, 4
and 6. Play around with making the number 10 with your objects.
3. Using the sheet below count each of the different objects try and write
the number in the box. You could draw a dot to dot of the number to help
your child with their formation.
4. Look at the patterns of the sea creatures animals. Can you cut and stick
the last animal into the pattern. Make sure you look really carefully and
say the animals out loud to help you know which one comes next. Then
have a go at making your own pattern with the sea creatures.
5. Look at the different sea creatures can you compare them thinking about
their size and length. Which is the longest? Shortest? Tallest? Smallest?

Shapes
Challenges –
Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or
making arrangements with objects.

1. Look at the shape below. Think about- what is the shapes name? How
many corners does the shape have? How many sides does the shape have?
Can you find any objects around your house or out on a walk that are this
shape? What is similar and different to the shape we looked at last
week?

1. Can you cut out the shapes below and make them into underwater animals
of your choice. You could colour them in and add features to make them
more realistic!

Count the different groups of sea creatures then count them all.
(up to 5)

Count the different groups of sea creatures then count them all.
(up to 10)

Count the different groups of sea creatures then try counting
them all. (up to 20)

Count each of the different objects and then use the number
line to 5 to help you write the correct amount for each. (up to
5)

Count each of the objects and use the number line to 10 to
help you write the amounts in the box (up to 10)

Look at the patterns, cut and put in the last animal to complete your pattern. Can
you then create your own pattern using the animals

Look at these creatures. Which is the longest? Shortest?
Smallest? Biggest?

Creative Development
Challenges –
Captures experiences and responses with media, paint and other materials.
Engages in imaginative role play.
Uses simple tools and techniques competently and appropriately.

1. Once I caught a fish alive – Sing the song 12345 using the fishes on the
page below to help you. Imagine you are a fish in the sea like Nemo.
Pretend to move around like a fish. Can you walk like a crab? Can you move
slowly like a turtle? Play the song Baby Shark and dance around to the
music.

2. Make an underwater creature. Look at the pictures below and follow
them to make your own underwater creature.

3. Make an Octopus. Using a tube and some scissors see if you can cut the
legs for your own Octopus. Add some eyes and a smiley face.

Understanding of the World.
Challenges –
Can talk about things they have observed such as animals.
Shows care and concern for living things.
Look closely at similarities, patterns and change.
1. Underwater Sea Facts – Share the video with the children and
discuss the sea animals.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=underwater+sea+facts+for+kids&r
u=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dunderwater%2bsea%2bfacts%2bfor%2bkid
s%26FORM%3dHDRSC3&view=detail&mid=CDE48731A6D1A41D3DB9CDE4
8731A6D1A41D3DB9&&FORM=VDRVRV

2. Science - Making a floating Turtle – You will need a plastic

bowl and some strong card to make your turtle. Can you turtle
float? Or does it sink? Can you find other objects that float
and sink?

Physical Development
Challenges Handles tools and equipment with increasing control.
Uses one handed tolls and equipment.
Runs skilfully and negotiates space successfully.
Moves freely and confidently in a variety of ways.

1. Fine Motor – Using the first letter of their name and some

small rolled up tissue paper or foil. Ask the children to place
each piece of foil/paper over the letter so it is all covered.
This will help with their fine manipulative development.

2. Fine motor –. You will need a colander and some spaghetti. Ask
the children to thread the spaghetti into the holes. This will
help with their fine motor development.

3. Cosmic Kids Yoga – Squish the Fish
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=cosmic+kids+yoga+fish&docid=607
998860211781979&mid=77F85AE1653542D946B877F85AE1653542D946
B8&view=detail&FORM=VIRE

4. Can you ride a bike with stabilisers, a balance bike or a bike
without stabilisers? We would love to see a photo of you
biking!

Phonics 29.6.20- Reception 2020
• Re-cap letter Ss with your child. Can they recall any objects
that begin with this sound and practice writing the letter in
the air with their magic finger? Make a simple letter hat using
paper/card. Assist your child in drawing objects that begin
with a Ss and encourage them to colour them in, or invite them
to cut out objects from magazines and stick them on their hat.

•

Invite your child to recall how to write letter P correctly. Play
the letter Pp clip below and encourage your child to practice
tracing the letter in the air. Once they’ve finished, invite your
child to write a letter Pp on their paper before sticking
stickers/paper stars/hearts/sequins over the top of the letter
in the same direction as we would write it.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=how+to+write+the+letter+p+video&&view=detail&
mid=F023E2727A245519BFB9F023E2727A245519BFB9&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%
2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dhow%2520to%2520write%2520the%2520letter%2520p%2520video%26q
s%3Dn%26form%3DQBVDMH%26sp%3D1%26pq%3Dhow%2520to%2520write%2520the%2520letter%2520p%2520video%26sc%3D1
-31%26sk%3D%26cvid%3DAA2D3D988E434CC08981CA2BB0E4076C

Or Watch the wizard clip to help re-cap the SATP sounds.
Provide a lollipop stick or find something else your child can use
as a magic wand to practice writing each letter in the air. Once
the clip has finished, see if they can recall the objects that
began with that letter and how to form it correctly.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2yf4j/articles/z4ycrj6

• Re-cap letter Aa. Use the YouTube link below to play the clip
and encourage them to join in with the song. Can they make an
Aa letter collage using pictures or drawings of objects
beginning with Aa? Spend some time identifying some objects,
invite your child to colour them in, cut them out and stick them
onto the large letter. Encourage them to practice saying the
letter Aa sound, just like a hippo (with their mouth open wide!)
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=The+Letter+a+Song&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dThe
%2bLetter%2ba%2bSong%26Form%3dVDRSCL%26%3d0&view=detail&mid=831F6D5A0B18DE01420
D831F6D5A0B18DE01420D&&FORM=VDRVRV

•

Use the rhyming cards (see below) to see if your child can
identify the correct rhyming words. Ask if your child can
identify the objects (support if needed) and see if they can
hear another object with the same ending sound in it.
Emphasise the similar sounds in the rhyming words to see if
they can hear it for themselves. Can they think of any other
rhyming words? Or any words that rhyme with their name?

Reception 2021

Recognising syllables in familiar words and pictures. Show your child
a variety of pictures or objects (i.e. their favorite toys or
characters). Help your child to recognise the syllables in the word by
encouraging them to either clap, tap or stomp along with you. For
example, if the object was a teddy then you would clap, tap or stomp
2 times while saying the word ted-dy. Another example would be if
the object or picture is a dinosaur you would encourage your child to
clap, tap or stomp 3 times while saying the word di-no-saur.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlBc703kYMg

Sing along with your child’s favorite song and nursery rhymes
including the actions. Use books, props or YouTube to support the
songs.

Play KIMS game with farm animals. Place 4 to 5 different farm animals
using toy animals, puppets, figures, pictures or drawings in front of
your child. Talk to your child about each animal and with a blanket or
towel cover the animals and take one away. Can your child identify

which animal is missing? If they are able to identify with ease go on
to removing two at a time.

Following instructions- Using bricks or blocks provide your child with
different instructions. Examples include place the red brick on top of
the blue brick, make a tower of 3 bricks or put the green brick next
to the yellow brick. Think of a variety of instructions for your child
to develop their listening skills and follow instructions correctly.

