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Ref:  RS/SB 
  
 
13 May 2020 
  
   
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I am sure you are currently trying to digest the many new directives issued by the government 
this week and of course, in particular, those relating to the potential phased opening of primary 
schools and academies on 1 June 2020.  The purpose of this letter is to briefly clarify the main 
points outlined so far by the government and also to make you aware of what steps we have 
been taking this week to begin to address the government’s proposals. 
 
Government Proposals 
 
As I am sure you will be aware, the Prime Minister outlined a potential ‘roadmap’ on Sunday 
evening, with further details following on Monday, as part of the 50-page document covering a 
partial relaxation of the lockdown.  We have also received more detailed information from the 
Department for Education this week.  However, I think it is important to state that there are still 
many questions yet to be addressed by the government.  The following information is taken 
from a document published by the Department for Education, entitled, ‘Actions for education 
and childcare settings to prepare for wider opening from 1 June 2020.’ 
 

• From the week commencing 1 June 2020 at the earliest, we will be asking primary 
schools to welcome back children in Nursery, Reception, year 1 and year 6, alongside 
priority groups. 

• Our ambition is to bring all primary year groups back to school before the summer 
holidays, for a month if feasible, though this will be kept under review.  We will only 
welcome back additional year groups if the most up-to-date assessment of the risk 
posed by the virus indicates it is appropriate to have larger numbers of children within 
schools.  The safety of children and staff is our utmost priority. 

• As per the existing guidance on vulnerable children and young people, vulnerable 
children of all year groups continue to be expected and encouraged to attend 
educational provision where it is appropriate for them to do so. 
 

It is important to note that the new directives are still all dependent upon certain criteria being 
met, relating to the Coronavirus and the government’s five measuring points. 
 
Initial Preparation for Opening 
 
As part of our guidance, we have been asked to complete a detailed risk assessment, which we 
are in the process of doing.  
 
I think it is important for you to be aware of the context of the potential situation we may be 
facing on 1 June 2020.  For example, if all children returned in the specified year groups, 
together with those who are already attending, on an average day, there would be over 250 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people
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children on site.  As I am sure you can appreciate, this makes the task of trying to maintain 
social distancing, and thereby protecting children, staff and family members, extremely 
challenging.  This of course, must be our key priority. 
 
Potential Changes to the Structure of the Day 
 
I also think it is important to outline how a ‘normal’ day might look upon children returning. 
Again, this is all in-line with government advice and directives: 
 

• It is very likely that there will a staggered start and a staggered end to each day to 
prevent gatherings of large numbers of people at the same time. 

• We have been told that class sizes should be no more than 15 pupils. We are in the 
process of assessing every classroom to see how many desks we can house, to ensure 
the children are kept 2m apart. It is very unlikely that any of them will safely 
accommodate 15 pupils – I feel that between 8 and 10 pupils is a more realistic 
estimate. 

• Break times and lunch times will have to be staggered. 

• Guidelines are clear that children should remain with their groups throughout the day 
and not mix with other children.  For example, if you are in a classroom with 11 other 
children, you would have your break and lunch with them and not mix with other 
children. 

• To maintain social distancing, the children will have to be spread across the academy 
and therefore are very unlikely to have their normal teacher or be in their normal 
classroom, though where possible, we will keep children together with others in their 
year group. For example, there are 54 children in Year 1, so it is likely that these children 
will be spread across 6 classrooms with 6 different teachers. 
 

As you can imagine, this is just a very brief snapshot of what we are having to consider at the 
moment. 
 
Moving Forward 
 
As with all schools and academies across the country, we are hoping for further direction from 
the government this week, which will help inform our planning. For example, if we do not feel 
that we can safely accommodate all children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, at the 
same time, we need to be clear as to whether we can say that some year groups can come in 
on different days, or whether we will be able to accommodate some year groups at all, if 
necessary. 
 
I do want to emphasise that at this stage, we have not made any concrete plans as to how a 
phased return will look, if the government does determine that it is safe to open on 1 June 2020. 
I feel that it is simply too early at this stage, when there are still so many unanswered questions. 
 
What I can assure you of is that I am working tirelessly with senior colleagues and Mr Hampson, 
CEO of Tollbar MAT to ensure that all measures that can possibly be taken, will be, to ensure 
the safety of all children and adults.  I cannot emphasise enough that this will be at the forefront 
of any decisions taken.  
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I know, at this stage, that many of you will be concerned that if the phased return does go 
ahead, whether you should allow your children to return to the academy.  This of course, has to 
be a personal decision for individual parents.  The guidance we have received from the 
government states that, ‘Parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time, and schools 
and colleges will not be held to account for attendance levels.’ 
 
As mentioned at the start, the purpose of this letter is to briefly clarify the main points outlined 
so far by the government and also to make you aware of what steps we have begun taking this 
week to address the government’s proposals.  I felt that it is important to keep you as updated 
as I can at this stage. I will write to you again when we have clarified a number of issues. 
I am sure that you will understand that the on-going situation is ever-changing and therefore, 
our plans have to be fluid.  Therefore, it is important to note that any plans we make, could well 
be very different to those we finally implement, based on the nature of the continually evolving 
situation. 
 
In the meantime, we continue to remain open for the children who have been regularly 
attending, the criteria for eligibility, remaining the same, and will continue to provide work 
through the website and through the Frog system. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support during this period 
of lockdown and I hope that all is well with you and your families. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
  
 
  
Mrs R Scott 
Principal  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


